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The Endurance rediscovered

In 2022, one hundred years after Sir Ernest Shackleton passed away, the wreckage of his most legendary

ship, the Endurance, was rediscovered on the Weddell seafloor off the coast of Antarctica. First launched
in 1912, the former luxury yacht was refurbished to withstand the most inhospitable environments and
shield its crew from the elements on Shackleton's 1914 Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition. The daring
mission to cross Antarctica failed as the Endurance was swallowed by the polar ice before reaching the
shore. How its crew survived, however, became one of the most inspiring stories of human resilience,
resourcefulness and camaraderie of the past century. While the Endurance will remain in its final resting
place, the rediscovery of the remarkably well-preserved wreck once again brings its incredible story to
the surface. Enjoy building, as we celebrate this epic survival story with a gorgeous LEGO® Icons model
filled with the most minute of details.




Built to last

/// The three-masted
barquentine was also fitted
with a triple-expansion
steam engine to navigate
through harsh winds and
ice.

/// A combination of oak,
pine and greenheart timber
made the hull sturdy
enough to withstand the
most extreme conditions.

/// Upon the wreck's
discovery in 2022, the
name Endurance in golden
letters and the golden star
were still intact.




No man left behind

On 5 December 1914, Shackleton and his crew set sail from Grytviken in South Georgia on
a year-long mission to reach the South Pole. By late February 1915, the Endurance became
relentlessly stuck in ice that would shift and drift around the Weddell Sea. Undeterred, the
crew remained on board until 27 October 1915, when cracks threatened to sink the ship.

It remained afloat until finally sinking on 21 November.

The 28 men used the preserved lifeboats to set up Patience Camp on the ice until April
1916 when they departed in a lifeboat for Elephant Island. Each crew member could

pack two pounds of personal belongings - plus a banjo, which Shackleton declared vital
mental medicine! From Elephant Island, Shackleton and a few of his men completed a final
two-week leg back to South Georgia, only to reach the Stromness whaling station on the
‘wrong' end of the island in a terrible storm. A day-and-a-half-long march across the island
later, the exhausted expedition returned to Grytviken. From there, it took Shackleton
nearly four and a half months and several attempts to finally rescue his last men from
Elephant Island.

History credits the survival of the crew of the Endurance to the extraordinary leadership of
Sir Ernest Shackleton, emphasising his heroic actions of self-sacrifice and morale-boosting
optimism. From sharing his gloves and ordering his men to sleep to keep them energised,
to defying all odds to bring everyone home alive, it seems his crew's trust was well-
earned.




Elephant Island

On 15 April 1916, Shackleton and his crew reached land
for the first time in 497 days, on Elephant Island, where the
last of the crew were rescued on 30 August 1916.




South Georgia 5

The Journey

5 Dec. 1914 - The Endurance departs from
Grytviken, South Georgia.

18 Jan. 1915 - After navigating the icy Weddell
Sea for weeks, the Endurance becomes trapped
in the ice.

21 Nov. 1915 - Weeks after the ship's hull begins
to crack, it sinks off the Antarctic coast.

15 Apr. 1916 - Two weeks after leaving Patience
Camp in one of the lifeboats, the crew arrives
at Elephant Island.

21 May 1916 - Shackleton and the first few crew
members reach South Georgia

30 Aug. 1916 - The last of the crew are finally
rescued from Elephant Island

Estimated expedition route and waypoints




From the
LEGQO® Design Team

"To determine the scale of the model, we first picked a significant
detail, the lifeboats (which came in two different sizes) and built them
as small and detailed as we could. From there, we calculated what
the ship's dimensions would be. Whereas the real-life Endurance had
room for 28 men, we scaled it down a little to include cabins for Sir
Ernest Shackleton and an expedition scientist. The interior also reveals
the ship's steam engine, which can be taken out. In real life, the steam
engine was about as big as a two-storey house! LEGO® Icons display
models usually feature cool functions, and we wanted a working
rudder connected to the steering wheel. For this function we created
a tiny gearbox based on an angle plate that now comes in dark brown
for the first time. It's one of numerous element colour changes we
made to give the ship its authentic look. After all, the Endurance was
one of the strongest wooden ships ever built and deserves a proper
tribute!"

Hans Burkhard Schlémer,
LEGO® Model Designer
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The ship hull's front was clad with metal sheets to
protect the wooden keel from the polar ice. On the
model, this section was recreated with a rarely used
1x4x3 inverted slope brick.
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To give the lower deck the appearance

from wooden
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The dark-grey vertical sticks inside the cabins
are steam heating pipes. The scientist's cabin
features an exclusive LEGO® map of Antarctica.
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YOU COULD

Your feedback will
help shape the
future development
of this product
series.

Visit:

YOU COULD [

DU KONNTEST

Dein Feedback tragt
zur Weiterentwicklung
dieser Produktreihe
bei.

Geh auf:

VYOUS POURRIEZ

Vos commentaires
nous aideront a
concevoir les futurs
produits de cette
gamme.

Visitez :

POTRESTI
TU

La tua opinione ci
aiuterd a migliorare
la creazione futura
di questa linea di
prodotti.

Visita:

PUEDES

Tu opinidn
contribuira al futuro
de esta serie de
productos.

Visita:

WIWW

B
EHRIBEETH

NES IREH A m
25,
B

You also have
the chance to win
a LEGO® set.

Terms and
conditions apply.*

Aulerdem hast du die
Chance, ein LEGO® Set
ZU gewinnen.

Es gelten die

Teilnahmebedingungen*

*LEGO.com/productfeedback-terms

Vous pourriez
également gagner un
ensemble LEGO®,

Des conditions
s'appliquent.*

Hai anche la
possibilitd di vincere
un set LEGO®,

Termini e condizioni
sono applicabili.*

También tienes la
oportunidad de

ganar un set LEGO®,

Aplican términos y
condiciones.*
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